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FOUNDATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION IN TÜRKİYE (TÜRÇEV)

The Foundation for Environmental Education in Türkiye (TÜRÇEV) was established in 1993 under the leadership of the Ministry of Tourism with the aim of implementing the Blue Flag Programme, one of the world’s most widely recognised eco-labels in the tourism sector, in Türkiye.
The Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE), the international operator of the Blue Flag Programme, is represented by only one non-governmental organisation in each country. In 1993, the year of its establishment, TÜRÇEV became FEE’s 11th member, representing Türkiye, and assumed an important responsibility for implementing international environmental standards in the country. Over the past 33 years, TÜRÇEV has evolved far beyond being an organisation solely responsible for the Blue Flag Programme and has become a well-established non-governmental organisation operating nationally and internationally in the fields of environmental education and sustainable development.
Today, FEE is one of the world’s largest environmental education networks, comprising more than 110 member organisations across 85 countries. As FEE’s sole authorised representative in Türkiye, TÜRÇEV implements six international programmes.
Blue Flag
Implemented in Türkiye since 1993, the Blue Flag Programme is an international environmental award programme that promotes the implementation of international standards for beaches, marinas, tourism boats and individual yachts in the areas of bathing water quality, environmental management, environmental education and information, safety and services. As a result of cooperation with relevant ministries, particularly the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, as well as governorates, municipalities and tourism businesses, the number of Blue Flag beaches, which stood at only 5 in 1995, reached 580 in 2026. As of 2026, Türkiye has 580 Blue Flag beaches, 30 Blue Flag marinas, 18 Blue Flag tourism boats, 26 Blue Flag individual yachts. 
With 580 Blue Flag beaches, Türkiye ranks third in the world. This achievement is an important indicator not only of bathing water quality but also of the implementation of international standards along Türkiye’s coastline in environmental management, safety, accessibility and environmental education.
Eco-Schools
Implemented in Türkiye since 1995, the Eco-Schools Programme is an international environmental education programme designed to integrate environmental awareness, environmental management and education for sustainable development into the overall 


school culture of pre-schools, primary schools and lower secondary schools. As of the 2025–2026 academic year, 1,254 schools across 56 provinces are implementing the Eco-Schools Programme. The number of schools in Türkiye holding the International  Green Flag has reached 937, while an additional 445 schools qualified for the Green Flag during the 2025–2026 evaluation period. The programme aims not only to provide students with knowledge about environmental issues, but also to encourage them to become individuals who develop solutions in their schools and communities, participate in decision-making processes and contribute to behavioural change.
Young Reporters for the Environment
Implemented in Türkiye since 1995, the Young Reporters for the Environment Programme is an international environmental education programme that enables lower and upper secondary school students to investigate environmental issues through environmental journalism, develop solutions and communicate their work to the public through articles, photographs or videos. Within the programme, students conduct research on environmental topics such as agriculture, cities, coastal areas, energy, waste, water and climate change, working as young environmental reporters. Students representing Türkiye achieved a total of seven international distinctions in the 2025–2026 period, including three first places worldwide, one second place, two third places and one special commendation in international competitions. These achievements demonstrate that, when young people are provided with the right tools and opportunities, they can become not only observers and analysts of environmental problems but also active contributors to their solutions.
Learning About Ecosystems and Forests
Implemented in Türkiye since 2004, the Learning About Ecosystems and Forests (LEAF) Programme aims to help children and young people establish a direct connection with forest ecosystems and learn about the ecological, economic, social and cultural functions of forests. Throughout the programme, students carry out activities related to forest ecosystems and have the opportunity to reinforce their learning through field-based activities in natural environments. As of 2026, the programme is implemented in 617 pre-schools, primary schools and lower secondary schools across 49 provinces. At a time when the impacts of climate change, forest fires, biodiversity loss and increasing pressure on natural resources are becoming more severe, strengthening nature-based education remains one of the programme’s main priorities.
Green Key
Implemented in Türkiye since 2011, the Green Key Programme is an international eco-label programme that promotes environmental responsibility and sustainable business practices in the tourism sector. The programme evaluates the environmental performance of tourism establishments against comprehensive criteria covering areas such as energy 


and water management, waste reduction, environmental education, staff involvement, sustainable food practices and climate action. The number of Green Key certified establishments in Türkiye increased from 4 in 2012 to 170 as of 2026. The Green Key Programme contributes to the environmental transformation of the tourism sector while supporting the wider adoption of sustainable tourism practices.
Eco-Campus
Coordinated internationally by FEE, the EcoCampus Programme is an international environmental education and award programme that encourages higher education institutions to pursue a green transformation in sustainability.
Implemented in Türkiye under the coordination of TÜRÇEV, the programme promotes a holistic approach to sustainability in universities, encompassing not only environmental management but also education, research, governance, campus life and student engagement.
Higher education institutions that successfully implement the programme criteria for at least three academic terms are eligible to receive the International Green Flag Award.
International Cooperation and Representation
In addition to implementing international environmental education programmes under the FEE network, TÜRÇEV continues to strengthen its global partnerships in the fields of environment and sustainability.
In 2026, TÜRÇEV became an accredited organisation of the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), marking an important milestone in the Foundation’s more than 30 years of experience in environmental education and sustainable development. Through this accreditation, TÜRÇEV has gained the opportunity to participate as an observer in UNEP and related international processes, share Türkiye’s environmental education experience on global platforms and develop new international partnerships.
In the same year, TÜRÇEV became a member of the Greening Education Partnership (GEP), whose Secretariat is hosted by the UNESCO Section of Education for Sustainable Development. Through its GEP membership, TÜRÇEV contributes to global knowledge and experience-sharing in climate and sustainability education while expanding opportunities to bring its environmental education work in Türkiye to international platforms.
In addition, the inclusion of TÜRÇEV’s sustainability practices as examples within the education for sustainable development work of the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) is another important indication of the Foundation’s growing international visibility.
Teachers are also an important part of TÜRÇEV’s international achievements in environmental education. During the FEE Education Awards 2025–2026 period, 17 teachers from Türkiye received international awards or special commendations, 

while Türkiye also achieved first place worldwide in the International Lesson Plan Competition.
Institutional Structure and Partnerships
TÜRÇEV coordinates its six international programmes from its headquarters in Ankara and supports its activities at the regional level through three branches located in Antalya,  Muğla and İzmir. The Foundation operates with a professional team responsible for the coordination and implementation of its programmes.
TÜRÇEV works in close cooperation with public institutions, governorates, municipalities, universities, educational institutions, representatives of the tourism sector, professional organisations, non-governmental organisations and volunteers, particularly the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, the Ministry of Environment, Urbanization and Climate Change, the Ministry of National Education and the Ministry of Health.
In line with FEE’s GAIA 20:30 Strategy, TÜRÇEV identifies climate action, biodiversity conservation and pollution reduction as key priorities across its activities. In the coming period, the Foundation aims to further strengthen its work in areas including climate literacy, ecosystem conservation and restoration, sustainable management of coastal and marine areas, the circular economy, resource efficiency, combating plastic pollution, youth participation in decision-making processes and the development of green skills.
Since 1993, TÜRÇEV has continued its environmental education and sustainable development activities with a broad network of stakeholders, ranging from children and young people to teachers and universities, and from local authorities to the tourism sector, based on the understanding that a sustainable future is only possible through education, awareness, shared responsibility and action.
Further information about TÜRÇEV and its programmes is available at www.turcev.org.tr.
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Doç.Dr. Abdulkadir ATEŞ
         TÜRÇEV President
    Former Minister of Tourism
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